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 Wrapping up the year of 2021 
 

As you read this, let’s take a deep breath together. Ready? Breathe in…two… three… 

four… and breathe out… two… three… four… Better? Maybe yes, maybe no. But ei-

ther way it’s OK. As long as we are breathing, we really are ok. This year may feel fast 

or slow, it may have been more of the same or something we’ve never done before. In 

all cases, just remember, we are never alone.  

That old adage ‘It takes a village’ has proven true in this year and the last; it remains 

true as we march forward into 2022. More often than not, the roads that cause us to 

struggle have bridges that were built by those who came before us. We, at ROE 40, 

are seeking a better path to serve you and we ask for your feedback. Please share 

with us your “Favorite Things.”  

Here’s where you can help. GETTING TO KNOW YOU 
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DECEMBER 2021 

Inside the next few pages, you will find more information on 
the services provided by the Regional Office of Education # 40, 

Professional Development opportunities, plus a little fun  
before the Winter Break starts. ENJOY! 

Indicates Professional Development opportunities 

http://twitter.com/roe#40
https://www.facebook.com/roenumber40/
http://www.roe40.com/
https://forms.gle/UZ53pC9vkACaKhxj8
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Upcoming ROE #40 Professional Development 
Director of School Improvement 

Ryan Wamser, rwamser@roe40.com 
 

For details and registration for these and other upcoming  
Professional Development Opportunities visit 

 http://www.roe40.com/prof-development-meetings.html 

Mindfulness Mondays - Sign up now! 

Feeling overwhelmed as we close out 2021?  

Ready to start 2022 with self-care and intention?  

Join ROE #40 for Mindfulness Mondays where we will 

learn, explore, discuss, challenge boundaries, and move 

with intention.  Come prepared to write a little bit, join in 

online discussions, learn what it means to be human, and 

participate in self-care strategies including breathwork, 

meditation, mindfulness, and yoga.  These one-

hour virtual sessions are brought to you by the 

ISBE SEL grant.  Participants will receive an hour 

of PD for each session they attend. Yoga teacher 

and Mindfulness/SEL Coach Matt Weld will guide 

you on a path to develop an awareness of your 

emotional and mental states and demonstrate 

helpful strategies to start your inner journey to-

ward positive mental health. Each session will 

weave together didactic instruction, reflection/conversation, 

and self-care strategies - including breathwork, medita-

 
Dec. 6, 2021    —  REGISTRATION  

 
Dec. 13, 2021  —  REGISTRATION  

 
Jan. 10, 2022   —  REGISTRATION  

 
Jan. 17, 2022   —  REGISTRATION  

http://www.roe40.com/prof-development-meetings.html
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfXfqYCGz8E1iEs2URvC9i3goNoXB7vj_WFAfPtjv0S2W_OCw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc5IUU9zRIC3HHmv13vrz5Yt5awSGp56jtSVjgnmplepZQlkw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSff7-ZgmokzefBAESJFVpdKVQUJjH_4LUbES5xvIONNd4KQ7Q/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeAt9VV0Wapw0WF1iQ59AbptlmX1PPnMNjxag-0TqpKa1Ldiw/viewform
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SEL and Media Literacy After 
School Workshop Series 

About the Presenter 

Julie is a faculty member of the School of Communications at 

Webster University and is the author of "Master the Media: 

How Teaching Media Literacy Can Save our Plugged-In 

World" and the co-host of the "What the Media" podcast with 

KMOX Radio. She travels extensively as a media literacy 

evangelist to parents, teachers, students and anyone who will 

listen. Julie lives in St Louis but is actually an Edwardsville 

native. 

Don't Waste Time Teaching SEL without 

Media Literacy 

Join Julie as she explains how teaching SEL without incorpo-

rating media literacy skills is futile. She will also discuss how 

implementing media literacy will help your students navigate 

the thousands of messages they receive daily that do not 

necessarily foster strong character building.  

Date: Jan. 25th, 2022 

Time: 3:30 to 5:00 

Place: Online 

Fee: FREE thanks to the Area 5 SEL Hub Grant 

Evidence of Completion: 1.5 hours *REGISTRATION 

 

20 Things Students Should be Doing on 

Social Media 

Time to stop the preaching and start the coaching when it 

comes to our students and their use of social media plat-

forms. How does their use affect their social-emotional well-

being, and what can we do about it? 

Date: Feb. 1st, 2022 

Time: 3:30 to 5:00 

Place: Online 

Fee: FREE thanks to the Area 5 SEL Hub Grant 

Evidence of Completion: 1.5 hours *REGISTRATION 

 

 
 
 
 

Getting to know some of the  

services offered by the  

Regional Office of Education 
 

Adult Education and GED Testing 

The focus of the Adult Learning Program is geared toward 

highly-motivated students who will be placed on the increas-

ing students’ reading and math skills. All students will practice 

writing essays, work on mastering general basics of proper 

English grammar, plus cover science and social studies top-

ics. In addition to preparing GED students for the test, the 

program serves to prepare other students for the transition to 

college, increase their reading comprehension and math skills 

or to enhance  work place skills.  

The mission of the ROE 40 Adult Learning Program strives to 

provide educational 

opportunities through 

the use of school and 

community re-

sources, enabling 

individuals to become 

functionally literate, 

lifelong learners, and 

independent contrib-

utors to society.  

 
Click here for more 
information on these 
services.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeHEus6I_jmhyX-tJ4rLCWN60wSqIS69iiln5w5ehygnzKTkA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe6npPH-5m7388AHOd9y95Z_l5sI79eHjsOlCGGJeLkZafyeQ/viewform
http://www.roe40.com/alternative-education.html
http://www.roe40.com/alternative-education.html
http://www.roe40.com/alternative-education.html
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GED Testing  

 

The General Educational Development 

(GED®) Test 

The specific purpose of the GED Test is the measurement of 

the educational development of adults who have not complet-

ed their formal high school education. Adults may earn a High 

School Equivalency Certificate and thus qualify for admission 

to colleges or other educational institutions, meet educational 

requirements for employment or promotion, satisfy education-

al qualifications for induction into the armed services, fulfill 

requirements of local or state licensing boards, or gain per-

sonal satisfaction. 

The GED® exam is available as a computer-based exam to 

be taken in-person and as an online exam. The information 

below is for in-person testing. If you are interested in taking 

the GED® exam online, please refer to the information on this 

page as requirements may differ. 

TEST INFORMATION                                         

The 2014 Series GED® consists of four content areas: 

Reasoning Through Language Arts – reading compre-

hension and writing 

 

Mathematical Reasoning – understanding math concepts, 

measurements, and equations; and applying math concepts 

to solve real-life problems 

Science– applying science concepts, knowing how to read 

charts and graphs displaying scientific data, and using rea-

soning to interpret scientific information 

Social Studies– applying social studies concepts, knowing 

how to read graphs and charts displaying social studies data, 

and using reasoning to interpret social studies information 

Tests are administered in English and Spanish. Candidates 

may mix and match the English and Spanish language op-

tions. Testing fees must be paid online at the time of registra-

tion. Testing sites are unable to take payment for exams di-

rectly from test takers on test day. 

ELIGIBILITY                                               

An individual is eligible to take the GED® Test given they 

meet all of the following conditions: 

 18 years of age or older* 

 does not have a high school diploma or high school 

equivalency credential and is not currently enrolled in a 

secondary school 

 is a resident of the State of Illinois 

Note: *If an individual is 17 years old  they must pre-

sent withdrawal documentation before taking the 

GED® tests. 

 Source: http://www2.iccb.org/adult_ed/hse/students-test-takers/the-ged-test/ 

 

http://www.gedtestingservice.com/rlalink
http://www.gedtestingservice.com/mathlink
http://www.gedtestingservice.com/sciencelink
http://www.gedtestingservice.com/socialstudieslink
http://www2.iccb.org/adult_ed/hse/students-test-takers/the-ged-test/
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 Fingerprint Background Checks 

ROE #40 is a Public Fingerprint Vendor. Staff is available by 

appointment to do fingerprinting for school employees and 

volunteers, health care workers, bus drivers, security and fi-

nancial institutions, gaming and more. Fingerprinting is done 

by appointment (see appt. schedule below) at both the Jer-

seyville and Carlinville offices. 

 
What is Livescan Fingerprinting? 

Livescan Fingerprinting refers to both the technique and the 

technology used by law enforcement agencies and private 

facilities to capture fingerprints and palm prints electronically, 

without the need for the more traditional method of ink and 

paper. There are major advantages to this new technology in 

the field of fingerprinting. First, there is no mess as with the 

black printer's ink. Second, there is no chance for human and/

or mechanical error as there is with the ink fingerprint method. 

Third, the time lapse between the actual taking of the finger-

prints and the background results is achieved in hours/days 

as opposed to months. 

 
Who Needs to be Livescan  

Fingerprinted? 

Today, almost all states are mandating the taking of Livescan 

fingerprinting of all applicants of positions of contact with vul-

nerable members of society, such as the elderly, children, the 

mentally ill and the physically disabled. As communities are 

invested in protecting these groups, Livescan fingerprinting 

has allowed for the quick and cost effective background 

checks of people coming into contact with the protected ele-

ment of our society. Livescan is required as a condition of 

employment and/or licensure for: Teachers and School Staff, 

Healthcare Workers, Security Guards, School Bus Drivers, 

Nurses, Foster Parents, Youth Volunteers, and anyone apply-

ing for  professional licensure. Private entities may also use 

Livescan fingerprinting to conduct pre-employment screening 

on applicants. 

 

How Does the Process Work? 

A Trained and Certified Technician will scan your fingerprints 

using a Livescan machine. The electronic fingerprinting ses-

sion takes five to ten minutes and your prints are immediately 

sent via electronic transmission to the appropriate agencies 

for background processing. The technician will collect all the 

appropriate fees from you (the livescan applicant). The results 

are sent electronically to the requesting agency for either Li-

censure or Employment Purposes.  

LEARN MORE HERE 

Powered by: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Para Pro testing (Teacher's Aid) 

ROE #40 Carlinville office offers the Para Professional Licen-

sure test on Tuesdays and Thursdays. (If you already have an 

Associates or higher, or more than 60 semester  hours you 

may not need to take the test - give us a call). The exam is 

$75.00 and must be scheduled  by calling the Carlinville office 

at 217-854-4016.  

It is the individual's responsibility to take the appropriate test

(s). If you have questions about which test(s) you are required 

to take, contact your college advisor, your licensure officer, or 

the regional office of education through which you are apply-

ing for licensure.  

http://www.roe40.com/fingerprintbackground-checks.html
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WINTER SUDOKU:  every row,  
column and gird must contain the  
letters W I N T E R. 

Time for some 
Reindeer Games 
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Season’s Greetings, from all of us at ROE 40 
May your Holiday Break be filled with Cheer and hope for a Wonderful New Year! 



8 


