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Upcoming ROE 40 Professional Development 
Director of School Improvement 

Ryan Wamser, rwamser@roe40.com 
 

Monday, December 1 – Mindful Mondays – VIRTUAL 

Thursday, December 4 – Supporting Autistic Youth: Regulation, Connection & Communication @ 
Jerseyville ROE 

Thursday, December 4 – Forecasting Snow with STEM: The National Weather Service at Work -- 
VIRTUAL 

Tuesday, December 9 – AI Roundtable Discussions for Educators – VIRTUAL 

Wednesday, December 10 – Intro to Google Forms/Sheets/Slides - VIRTUAL 

Monday, December 15 – Mindful Mondays – VIRTUAL 

 

January 2026 

Monday, January 5 – Secretaries & Assistants – Boundaries at the Front Desk – VIRTUAL 

Tuesday, January 13 – Admin Workshop – Developmentally Appropriate Practices in Kindergarten 
@ Jerseyville ROE 

Wednesday, January 14 – Boundaries, Balance and Better Habits @ Jerseyville ROE 

Thursday, January 22 – Designing and Using Common Assessments to Drive Learning @ Carlinville 
ROE 

Thursday, January 29 – AI in Action – A Leader’s Guide to Implementation @ Jerseyville ROE 

 

 

 

***** More information found on our website – roe40.com ***** 
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Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library Launches in Macoupin, Jersey, and 
Calhoun Counties Through Local Collaboration and School District 
Support 

 

Families in Macoupin, Jersey, and Calhoun Counties now have access to free books 
for their young children, thanks to the launch of Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library in 
the region. This nationally acclaimed early literacy program is being brought to life 
locally through a partnership between the Regional Office of Education #40, the 
Calhoun Community Foundation, and all of the school districts across the three 
counties, which are collectively funding the initiative. 

 

The Imagination Library mails free, high-quality books each month to children from 
birth to age five, helping build a strong foundation for learning and a lifelong love of 
reading. This local rollout aligns with a broader statewide initiative supported by the 
Illinois State Board of Education, which is helping offset program costs to expand 
access across Illinois.  In Illinois alone, over 81,000 children are currently enrolled 
across 80 counties, with the program continuing to grow thanks to strong local 
leadership and community support. 

 

“This is a powerful example of what can happen when communities come together to 
invest in their youngest learners,” said Michelle Mueller, Regional Superintendent of 
Schools for ROE #40. “By partnering with our school districts and the Calhoun 
Community Foundation, we’re ensuring that every child—regardless of zip code or 
income—has access to books and the opportunity to thrive.” 

 

Families in Macoupin, Jersey, and Calhoun Counties can enroll their children at no 
cost by visiting https://imaginationlibrary.com. 

 

To make a donation, visit the Calhoun Community Foundation website:  
CalhounIL.org and click on the DONATE button.  
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NEEDS ASSESSMENT FOR SCIENCE EDUCATORS AND ADMINISTRATORS 

The ISBE Science Professional Development Committee invites you to complete a survey to help us better 
understand your professional learning needs in science education. The survey will take less than 10 
minutes to complete. 

Why participate? 

 Influence future professional development offerings 
 Ensure training is relevant and impactful 
 Strengthen the statewide science education community 
  

 

ALPLM/ISBE AMERICA 250 STUDENT ART CONTEST 

The Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum (ALPLM) and ISBE invite Illinois students in 
Grades K-12 to enter the annual student art contest on the theme “America 250 - Reflections Through Art.” 
As the United States turns 250, young artists are invited to use their art to explore the past, understand the 
present, and dream about the future. 

Contest details: 

 The contest is open to any public, private, alternative, or home-schooled student in Illinois from 
kindergarten through high school. 

 A winner and two runners-up will be selected for each grade group: K-2, 3-5, 6-8, and 9-12. 
 Winners and runners-up will have their work displayed by the ALPLM, and the four main winners' 

artwork will be featured on a poster sent to schools for Arts Education Week. 

Entries are due Dec. 19. More details on submission rules and requirements are available on the ISBE Art 
Contest webpage. Contact Jeffrey Judge with questions. 
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2026 ILLINOIS EDUCATION & CAREER SUCCESS NETWORK CONFERENCE 

The Illinois Education and Career Success Network’s 2026 Annual Conference is Feb. 26, 2026, at 
Moraine Valley Community College. This year’s theme, Stronger Together: Creating Opportunity for Every 
Learner, will highlight collaboration, innovation, and equity. Join over 300 education and workforce leaders 
statewide for a day of learning, networking, and innovation. This year’s featured keynote speaker is Dr. Jeff 
Strohl, director of Georgetown University’s Center on Education and the Workforce. Don’t miss early bird 
pricing — $66 through Dec. 31 or for the first 150 tickets. 

 

 

ILLINOIS LICENSURE TESTING UPDATES 

ISBE and Pearson have collaborated to redevelop the Illinois Licensure Testing System assessments into 
a structure using modules known as testlets. Visit ISBE’s Testing webpage to learn more about recent 
developments in Illinois licensure testing, including: 

 The new model that allows test subareas to be taken and scored independently. 
 A new paraprofessional licensure test launching in 2026. 
 Details about the test development and redesign process. 
 A new, flexible testing option for early childhood education that is coming soon. 
 Free test retake vouchers for eligible test takers. 

Read more about the new features under the “Testing Updates” section, and learn about all steps taken to 
create a test under the “Testing Development and Redesign” section on ISBE’s Testing webpage. 

 

 

ISAC’S 2026-27 FINANCIAL AID APPLICATION COMPLETION INITIATIVE 

Financial aid application completion information – Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA®) and Alternative Application for Illinois Financial Aid (Alternative App) – for the graduating class 
of 2026 is now available in ISAC's Gift Assistance Programs (GAP) Access portal. 

New this year! Illinois public high schools are required by state law to designate a FAFSA point of contact 
and provide financial aid application completion support during the school day. Please make sure to 
provide your school's FAFSA designee's contact information on the main page under "FAFSA Designee" to 
be able to view FAFSA/Alternative App completion data for your students. You can learn more, as well as 
view the FAFSA Communication Toolkit and the Financial Aid Completion Requirement, by visiting 
ISAC’s Financial Aid Application Completion Initiative webpage. 

 

 


