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Keeping ROE 40 Districts and Staff Informed  

January 2025 

 

For the Holiday 
Season, our office will 

be closed December 23 
through January 3. 

Hoping all had a Safe 
New Year!! 

WELCOME to 2025! 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

 Holiday Schedule 
 Professional Development 

 **Biomedical & Surgical STEM ** 
 ISBE News 

 IL State Historical Society Award 
 School Psych Collaborative 
 ROE 40 STEM Initiatives 
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Upcoming ROE 40 Professional Development 
Director of School Improvement 

Ryan Wamser, rwamser@roe40.com 
 

Monday, January 6 – AA 3000 IL Performance Evaluation Retraining: Student Growth 

@ Jerseyville ROE 

Monday, January 6 – The Gift of You @ Carlinville ROE  AND 

-Motivating Students: Intentional Strategies for Student Investment @ 

Staunton High School 

Monday, January 13 & 27 – Mindful Monday’s w/Matt - VIRTUAL 

Tuesday, January 14 – ROE 40/ROE 51 Tech Director Meeting @ Sangamon-

Menard ROE 

Tuesday, January 14 – Connecting Computer Science & Artificial Intelligence -

VIRTUAL 

Tuesday, January 21 – The Ins and Outs of 504s 

Thursday, January 23 – How to Launch and Sustain a Successful STEM –VIRTUAL 

Thursday, January 30 – Tinkercad & Others to Engage Students @ Carlinville ROE 

Thursday, February 6 – ROE 40/ROE 51 Tech Director Meeting @ Sangamon-

Menard ROE 

Monday, February 10 & 24 – Mindful Monday’s w/Matt – VIRTUAL 

Tuesday, February 11 – AI for Educators @ Jerseyville ROE 

Wednesday, February 12 – Beyond Timed Readings-Rethinking Fluence 

Tuesday, February 18 – ISBE Financial Services Workshop @ Jerseyville ROE 
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Explore early French Fur Trapping History in Illinois at Pere Marquette State Park. This interdisciplinary teaching 
unit for educators of grades four through eight focuses on early exploration and settlement, riparian and 
geography of early Illinois and compares trapping from the past to the present. Both Illinois science and social 
studies standards are covered. The activities and lessons are designed to supplement Illinois history and science 
instruction and includes the uses of wildlife by Indigenous peoples and the trappers who came from Europe. 
Also highlighted is the conservation movement and how it affects views and uses of wildlife today. Educators of 
other grade levels are welcome to register and attend the workshop but may need to adapt the materials as 
appropriate. Supplemental resources will be provided. Professional Development Hours are available. This 
workshop is part of the ENTICE (Environment and Nature Training Institute for Conservation Education) 
program from the Illinois Department of Natural Resources. 

 

This is an interdisciplinary PD from the Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources. This professional development takes place 
at Pere Marquette State Park at the confluences of the Illinois 
and Mississippi River and focuses on French Fur 
Trapping.  The cost is $11 to register, but participants walk 
away with $50-$100 worth of materials to use in your 
classroom! 
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COLLEGE & CAREER READINESS 
ISBE School Profile Toolkit Available 
Does your school have a “school profile” to submit to colleges on behalf of students during the college 
admission process? It is not too late to create one — or to improve your school’s current profile! 
  
What is a school profile? 
A profile highlights for admission officers important data about a school, such as its grading system, 
curriculum, postsecondary outcomes, and school community. Typically, profile development is led by 
school counselors with support from school and district administrators. 
  
Why do colleges need a school profile? 
Many colleges and universities use detailed school profiles to more fairly and effectively evaluate students' 
high school accomplishments within the context of the opportunities  their schools and communities offer. 
  
Students apply to colleges from high schools with varied resources, course offerings, and grading systems. 
The school profile tells admission officers much of what they need to know about your high school — all in 
one place. 
 
What information should be in a profile? 
ISBE has compiled a School Profile toolkit to streamline creation of high-quality school profiles. These 
resources, based on new research that has identified 14 profile elements important to colleges in their 
decision-making, include: 

1. School Profile Editable Template and Annotated Template 
2. Exemplar School Profiles (Scroll down to the Illinois School Profiles blue bar on the School 

Counselors webpage.) 
3. School Profile Samples 

 Sample A – Two-Page Profile Example 
 Sample B – Three-page Profile Example 
 Sample C 

4. Insights from School Counselors and College Admission Offices 
 School Profile Best Practices I 
 School Profile Best Practices II 
 School Profile Best Practices III 
 Approaching Challenges in the Profile 
 Tips and Tricks 

5. FAQs for School Leaders 
 Creating a School Profile: Why and How 
 What Should the School Profile Include? 
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How much time does it take to build a profile? 
The most time-intensive phase of profile development is gathering all the necessary data elements. Once 
all relevant information is collected, it will likely take several hours to create and format a high-quality 
profile. Also note that the school profile will need to be updated annually because information changes 
from time to time. 
  
How can my school submit a profile to colleges? 
School profiles can be submitted to colleges and universities directly through the ISAC Transcript 
Exchange, powered by Parchment – a free service available to all Illinois school districts and high schools 
for sharing transcripts and other documents like profiles with colleges and universities across the globe. 
  
School profiles can also be uploaded directly to the Common App or to colleges’ admission portals. 
  
My school is interested in creating a profile. How can we get started? 

1. Identify educator(s) who will support the profile’s initial development and oversee its annual 
update. 

2. Collect necessary data. Some data can be found on the Illinois Report Card, but school or district 
administrators may need to supply other information. 

3. Review the ISBE School Profile Toolkit, using the School Profile template to get started. 
4. Create a profile and upload it to your school website. Consider obtaining feedback on the profile 

from local college admission offices. 
5. Submit the school profile to colleges to which students are applying for admission! 

 
################################################################################################## 

Defending Democracy: Lessons for Building Resilience and Taking Action 
Woven Teaching’s latest resource, “Defending Democracy: Lessons for Building Resilience and Taking 
Action,” is a free, downloadable curriculum about protecting democracy and fighting against 
authoritarianism for high school educators. Inspired by Timothy Snyder's  “On Tyranny: Twenty Lessons 
from the Twentieth Century,” the curriculum’s 15 lessons encourage civic engagement and global 
citizenship, and emphasize critical thinking, media literacy, and community-building. To learn more about 
how to use these lessons, register for the “Defending Democracy” webinar, which is scheduled for 6:30 
p.m. Jan. 14, 2025. 
################################################################################################## 

Introducing the AAPI History Hub 
The AAPI History Hub is a great resource for classroom teachers. ISBE is proud to support The Asian 
American Foundation (TAAF) on this collaborative effort that compiles nearly 300 high-quality, classroom-
ready resources for K-12 educators to teach the diverse histories of Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.  
  
We encourage you to visit the Hub, create a personalized account to save your favorite resources, and let 
us know your feedback and ideas for future additions. We look forward to growing its content, along with 
the growing movement to teach AAPI history in schools across the country. 
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ILLINOIS STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY NOMINATION FOR 
TEACHER AWARD 
Click the link to nominate your favorite teacher.  
il_hist_soc_teacher_award.pdf 

 

ILLINOIS STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY VERNA ROSS 
ORNDORFF SCHOLARSHIP 
Click the link to apply for a $1000 scholarship. 
il_hist_soc_essay.pdf 
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