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Keeping ROE 40 Districts and Staff Informed  

MAY 2025 
IN THIS ISSUE 

 Professional Development 
 ISBE Weekly Message 
 ELA & STEM Initiatives 
 Tinker Cad 
 Bringing Space to the 

Midwest 
 Summer Agriculture Institute 
 STEM Along the River 

The end is in sight and we at ROE40 hope you are ready and able to enjoy the next few 
weeks before Summer Break officially begins.  There is no doubt in our minds that you 
and your students deserve a little rest and relaxation.  However, we will continue to be 

hard at work getting ready for the ’25-’26 School Year.  This will be the last issue of 
News 4 You until September.  As always, we at ROE40 are here to help all year long 

and we look forward to sharing the journey ahead with you.  

SUMMER Closure Dates 

May 26 – Memorial Day 

June 19 – Juneteenth 

July 3 & 4 – Independence Day 
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Upcoming ROE 40 Professional Development 
Director of School Improvement 

Ryan Wamser, rwamser@roe40.com 
 

Monday, May 5 – Social Worker Conference @ Gateway Center Collinsville 

Tuesday, May 6 – Soaring into Aviation @ St. Louis Regional Airport 

Tuesday, May 6 – ROE 40/ROE 51 Tech Director @ Sangamon-Menard ROE 

Wednesday, May 14 – AA# 4025, A1 in Action @ Jersey District Office 

Monday, June 2 – 10th Annual New Directions in Education Conference @ Gateway Center 
Collinsville 

Thursday, June 12 – Bringing Space to the Midwest @ Jerseyville ROE 

Tuesday, June 17 & Wednesday, June 18 – Summer Agricultural Institute @ TBD 

Monday, July 14 – Summer Athletic Coaches Conference @ Gateway Center Collinsville 

Monday, July 28 – Tinkercad & Other Tech Tools (4th-12th grade) @ Carlinville ROE 

Tuesday, August 5 – STEM Along the River @ National Great Rivers Museum 

 

 

 



3 
 

 

ILLINOIS NUMERACY PLAN SURVEYS 
 
 

 

The 2024 Illinois Report Card showed great news: Students in Grades 3-8 had 
achieved the highest ever proficiency rate for English language arts. Unfortunately, 
when it came to math, our data showed something was not adding up. 
  
For several years, schools nationwide and in Illinois have been focused on literacy. 
Our acclaimed Illinois Comprehensive Literacy Plan, developed through the 
expertise of educators across the state, has supported the work of Illinois 
educators to strengthen literacy instruction, accompanied by professional learning, 
resources like the curriculum evaluation tool, and grant funding available to all 
districts and Regional Offices of Education. At the same time that we want to keep 
advancing evidence-based practices in literacy, we also need to dial up our focus 
on math. 
  
Last week, we announced the launch of our statewide effort to develop a 
numeracy plan, following the model of our literacy plan. The development of our 
numeracy plan moved into its first phase with the release of three Needs 
Assessment Surveys:  

 Teachers, Teacher Leaders, and Instructional Coaches  
 Principals and District Leaders  
 External Partners  

  
Access the surveys on our Standards and Instructions webpage. We will use the 
survey results to inform our invitation-only Numeracy Summit with state and 
national experts on June 3, where attendees will review survey findings and 
shape the direction of our plan. The survey closes April 30. 
 

 
 

 

Share Your Voice on Computer Science Education in Illinois 
 
The University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and the Institute for Advancing Computing Education, with 
funding from Expanding Computing Education Pathways Illinois, are conducting a short survey help 
understand the current landscape of K-12 computer science (CS) education in the state. 
  
Your insights will inform efforts to support educators like you, your students, and your school(s) in 
expanding CS learning opportunities through legislation, resources, and more. Please consider completing 
the survey--whether or not your region, district, or school currently offers computer science. Survey 
results will be shared in a report published later this year. 
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