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Help Your Students Get Ready to Vote in the
2024 Elections

As the 2024 presidential election
approaches, it's a good time to remind
your students of their options for
registering to vote. Any student who is
currently 17 but will turn 18 on or
before Nov. 5 may register and vote in
the Nov. 5 election. Similarly, students
who are now 17 but will turn 18 on or
before the April 1, 2025, consolidated
elections may register and vote in that
election. Students who are 18 and
citizens of the United States can register
to vote if they have not

already. Additionally, individuals who
are 16 years old may preregister to
vote. Students may register online and
can find additional information on the
Illinois State Board of Elections website.
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Upcoming ROE 40 Professional Development

Director of School Improvement
Ryan Wamser, rwamser@roe40.com

Monday, November 4 — Mindful Monday’s w/ Matt — VIRTUAL

Thursday, November 7 — Police Work & STEM Connections — VIRTUAL

Friday, November 8 — ROE 40 Tech Director Meeting @ Mt. Olive School District
Wednesday, November 13 — Rethinking the Role of Strategy Instruction to
Comprehend

Thursday, November 14 — Building Math Skills (K-5™" grade) @ Jerseyville ROE
Monday, November 18 — Mindful Monday’s w/Matt - VIRTUAL

Wednesday, November 20 — From the Pitch to the Classroom, Leadership Lessons
@ The Gateway Center

Thursday, November 21—Activities & Connections to STEAM Up Math Class (6'"-12™
grade) @ Jerseyville ROE

Monday, November 25 — Math Monday for Elementary Teachers — VIRTUAL
Monday, December 2 — Mindful Monday’s w/Matt — VIRTUAL

Wednesday, December 4 — Vocabulary Instruction — VIRTUAL

Monday, December 9 — Math Monday for Elementary Teachers — VIRTUAL
Tuesday, December 10 — ROE 40/ROE 51 Tech Director Meeting @ Sangamon-
Menard ROE

Monday, December 16 — Mindful Monday’s w/Matt - VIRTUAL
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ISBE'S WEEKLY

MESSAGE

From lllinois State Superintendent Dr. Tony Sanders

ISAC Offers Free Help With FAFSA Completion

ISAC has free virtual help available for students in your community who might need assistance completing
the FAFSA or Alternative Application for Illinois Financial Aid. It's important for students currently in
college or who might be planning on it for the 2024-25 school year to know that it's not too late to get
their financial aid application submitted! And, of course, once the 2025-26 FAFSA launches, ISAC will be
there to provide free assistance with that as well.

Students can book a virtual one-on-one meeting with an ISACorps staff member. They can book a virtual
meeting up to seven days in advance, and there's an option to meet with a Spanish-speaking ISACorps
member if they prefer. Please share this link with colleagues in your network and community.

Help ISAC spread the word about virtual meeting options for students and families to complete their
financial aid applications!

Nurses Expanding Their Role on the Team for Special Education

Who performs a Medical Review for your students? ISBE is sponsoring an upcoming online course titled
“"RNs in Schools - Expanding Your Special Education Role,” which is designed for districts with nurses who
meet the minimum education requirements (bachelor’s degree in nursing, education, or a related field).

1. Special education cooperatives and districts may request a non-PEL RN to take this course to be
compliant with Special Education Rule 226.160. They should complete the Non-PEL IEP Designee
Administrator Checklist for use at the local level.

o District administrators or special education cooperatives may request that nurses who are
established in a district before September of 2024 participate in the session available Oct.
30-Dec. 17.

o A limited number of seats are available for the asynchronous course. Participation in this
course is best for individuals who have worked in a school setting for 4-12 months. Previous
participants report allowing 10-12 hours per week for all course commitments, with it
necessary to be online every one or two days.

2. Complete the Request for IEP Designation Form. Once the request is received, you will get a
confirmation email from Rebecca Doran, ISBE school nurse consultant, for details about next steps.

Contact schoolnurse@isbe.net if you have additional questions.




NEW! WELLNESS & STUDENT CARE
Discover BEACON'’s Key Features: Streamlining Access to
Behavioral Health Support

The Illinois Children's Behavioral Health Transformation Initiative invites school counselors,
school social workers, and special education administrators to start using the new
BEACON portal. We are excited to share more about the key features that make this platform
a game-changer for behavioral health support in Illinois. BEACON streamlines access to
resources, making it easier for families to find the help they need when they need it most.
Key features include:

e Centralized Resource Hub: BEACON brings together resources from multiple state
agencies into one easy-to-navigate platform, ensuring families have access to
comprehensive support.

e Streamlined Case Management: The platform allows for seamless coordination
between agencies, reducing delays and ensuring that families receive timely care.

e User-Friendly Interface: BEACON is intuitive and easy to use, with tools that guide
users through each step of the process, from finding services to managing care plans.

Encourage your social emotional support teams to register for the BEACON
Overview Webinar: New date added

Superintendents, please be sure your school counselors, school social workers, and
special education administrators sign up for the BEACON overview webinars at 2 p.m.
Oct. 31 or 10 a.m. Nov. 1. They should have received an email from ISBE with a direct link
to register for the webinar. Chief Officer for Children’s Behavioral Health Transformation Dr.
Dana Weiner will provide them with a first look at the new portal and share how it can help
them better support students and families.

Watch the BEACON Intro Video
This introductory video provides an overview of BEACON and its key features. We encourage
you to take a few minutes to watch the video and familiarize yourself with the platform.

FitnessGram: Empowering Illinois Students Through
Physical Fithess

We are excited to share important updates regarding FitnessGram, the state-mandated
physical fitness assessment for students in Grades 3-12. As you know, FithessGram provides
valuable data on student fitness levels, helping schools and districts promote healthier
lifestyles and improve academic performance.

Key updates for school year 2024-25:

e Continued Importance of FithessGram: FithessGram remains a crucial component
of the commitment made by ISBE to student health and wellness.

e Data Submission Deadline: All FitnessGram data for Grades 5, 7, and 10 must be
submitted to ISBE through the IWAS system by June 30, 2025.

¢ New IWAS Users: If you are new to IWAS, please refer to the Student Health Data:
Physical Fitness IWAS Electronic Submission User Guide for detailed instructions on
how to create an account and report FitnessGram data.

See our FitnessGram Best Practices document for more information, including resources and
support.




TEACHER AWARD

il hist soc teacher award.pdf

il_hist soc_essay.pdf

Click the link to nominate your favorite teacher.

ILLINOIS STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY NOMINATION FOR

ILLINOIS STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY VERNA ROSS
ORNDORFF SCHOLARSHIP

Click the link to apply for a $1000 scholarship.

ELA Instructional Coach
Availabie Support Services

* |ndividual Coaching, Mentoring
and Partnerships
ISBE Literacy Plan Rollout Support
Lead Professional Learning
Communities (PLC)
Data Interpretation Assistance
Sounding Board

Professional Development

AMBER NASH
anash@roe40.com

217-374-2411

Collaborate, educate, brainstorm, and support
MONTHLY VIRTUAL MEETINGS

SCHOOL PSYCH
COLLABORATIVE

October 29: Intro-You can’t make this up*
November 14: SLD and best practices
December 19: MTSS & ELL
January 17: Legal Updates

February 27: TBD
March 27: TBD
April 23: TBD

May: End of Year In-Person Conference
*(you will get a link for a virtual meeting 1-3:30 after registered;

all dates will be 1-3:30 virtually)




IL Council of Teachers of Mathematics

ATTN: Elementary Teachers

In partnership with the Illinois Council of Teachers of Mathematics (ICTM), ICTM is
offering FREE virtual Math Monday Webinars for Elementary Teachers via Zoom, available
to ICTM members. Please email Kelly Remijan at KRemijan@ROE40.com to receive a
code to join ICTM for free. As an ICTM member, you will receive PD credit for attending
virtual PD, receive monthly newsletters, and gain access to a state-wide network of
resources. Upcoming virtual Math Mondays for Elementary Teachers include:

o **Nov. 25 - Using Literature to Launch into Math - Virtual, 3:30-4:30 pm, 1
PD Hour

« **Dec. 9 - Context is Critical: K-5 Three-Act Math Tasks - Virtual, 3:30-4:30
pm, 1 PD Hour

Additionally, Kelly Remijan, ROE40 Director of STEM initiatives, will be leading an
upcoming FREE in-person PD workshop for any elementary teacher who registers.

« **Nov. 14 - Building Math Skills & Making Math Connections Across the
Curriculum (K-5th grade), Jerseyville ROE, 9:00-3:30 pm, 5.5 PD Hrs

**To register for the above PD or other stem-related PD, please check
out: http://www.roe40.com/stem-pd-support.html

To access a list of STEM resources, please check

out: http://www.roe40.com/stem-resources.html

To review the various STEM initiatives being offered by ROE 40, please check
out: http://www.roe40.com/stem-initiatives.html

Please feel free to email Kelly Remijan, ROE40 Director of STEM Initiatives,
at KRemijan@ROE40.com, if you have questions or would like to set up a time to talk in
person, virtually, or over the phone.




IL Council of Teachers of Mathematics

ATTN: Middle School & High School Teachers

In partnership with the Illinois Council of Teachers of Mathematics (ICTM), teachers
from the ROE40 region can join the Illinois Council of Teachers of Mathematics
(ICTM) for free. Please email Kelly Remijan (KRemijan@ROE40.com) to receive a
code/directions to join ICTM for free. As an ICTM member, you will receive PD credit
for attending virtual PD, receive monthly eblasts, and gain access to a state-wide
network of resources.

In partnership with the American Institute of Aeronautics & Astronautics (AIAA),
teachers from the ROE40 region can join the AIAA-STL Section for free. Please go
to AIAA-STL STEM - Membership to join AIAA for free. As an AIAA member, you will
gain resources, grant opportunities, and access to connections within the aerospace
community.

Additionally, ROE4O0 is offering various STEM-focused workshops which include:

« **Nov 7 - STEM & Police Work: Crash Reconstruction & Crime Scene
Investigation, VIRTUAL, 3:30-4:30 PM, 1 PD Hour

« **Nov. 21st - Activities & Connections to STEAM Up the Math Classroom
(6th-12th Grade), Jerseyville ROE, 9:00-3:30 pm, 5.5 PD Hours

« Plus more PD involving drones, Tinker Cad, AlI, ...

**To register for the above PD or other stem-related PD, please check
out: http://www.roe40.com/stem-pd-support.html

To access a list of STEM resources, please check

out: http://www.roe40.com/stem-resources.html

To review the various STEM initiatives being offered by ROE 40, please check
out: http://www.roe40.com/stem-initiatives.html

Please feel free to email Kelly Remijan, ROE40 Director of STEM Initiatives,
at KRemijan@ROE40.com, if you have questions or would like to set up a time to talk
in person, virtually, or over the phone.




