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WELCOME Back to School!! 
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Upcoming ROE 40 Professional Development 
Director of School Improvement 

Ryan Wamser, rwamser@roe40.com 
 
 

Wednesday, September 4 – Responding to Discrimination on the Basis of Sex K-12 

@ The Gateway Center 

Thursday, September 5 – Curriculum Alignment and Pacing @ Jerseyville ROE 

Tuesday, September 10 – New Teacher Mentoring  

Tuesday, September 10 – ROE40/ROE51 Tech Director @ Sangamon-Menard ROE 

Thursday, September 12 – Digital Literacy, Social Media, AI and SEL @ Jerseyville 

ROE 

Tuesday, September 17 – Preschool Intro to Gold Assessment @ Jerseyville ROE 

Thursday, September 19 – Shaping a Sturdier Generation of Students @ Jerseyville 

ROE 

Monday, September 23 & 30, October 7 & 28 – Mindful Monday - Virtual 

Thursday, September 26 – Navigating the Essentials: Classroom Management, 

Parent/Teacher Conferences and Beyond @ Jerseyville ROE 

Wednesday, October 2 – Mental Health First Responders @ The Gateway Center 

Thursday, October 3 – ISBE Finances 101 – Fall session @ Jerseyville ROE 

Tuesday, October 8 – ROE40/ROE51 Tech Director @ Sangamon-Menard ROE 

Wednesday, October 9 & 10 – AA4050 IL Performance Evaluation: for Principals and 

Assistant Principals @ Jerseyville ROE  

Thursday, October 24 – ROE 40 Special Education Support Committee Meetings @ 

Jerseyville ROE 
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DCFS NEW MANDATED REPORTER PROCEDURES 
 

 

As educators, there’s one part of our job that we all hope we’ll never have to do, and that’s notifying child 
protective services about the suspected abuse or neglect of a child.  However, as mandated reporters, such 
notification is not just our moral responsibility; it’s also a legally required duty.  

The Illinois Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) is consistently evaluating its processes to 
provide better outcomes for families in our state.  One change on the near horizon is the type of questions 
mandated reporters will be asked when making a report of suspected child abuse or neglect, whether using the 
online reporting system or the DCFS Hotline at 1-800-25-ABUSE (800-252-2873). 

The new questions focus on five areas: 

 Extent and surrounding circumstances of alleged child abuse and neglect – What is the abuse/neglect 
concern? Who did what to whom? Is the child currently safe/unsafe? Are there safety concerns if a 
DCFS worker goes to the home?  

 Child functioning – Information about the child’s health, behavior, emotions, development, strengths 
or developmental delays.  

 Adult functioning – Caregiver strengths, health, behavior, cognitive functioning, substance abuse 
issues, domestic violence concerns or mental health concerns.  

 Parenting and discipline practices – Caregiver parenting practices, discipline practices, parent/child 
relationship. 

 Military – Caregiver’s military involvement and branch of service.  
 

Asking these in-depth questions will help DCFS learn more about the family at the onset, and that information 
will allow their Hotline staff and investigators to make more informed decisions about next steps.  The goal of 
these questions is to help child protective services strengthen families and provide more timely permanency 
for our youth.  
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These changes are part of a new model that DCFS is phasing in over the next several 
months called SAFE, which uses a standardized, evidence-based decision-making 
framework.  While child safety is the primary focus, SAFE also guides a more holistic 
assessment of families to support reunification.  

Thank you for your support as DCFS works to integrate this transformative model into its 
systems and applications.  Together, we can all do our part to ensure the safety and well-
being of IL children.  

 

 
 


